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Our Mission 
SAFE engages our community in 
working together to prevent and 
reduce substance abuse. 

Our Taskforces 
 

• Central Virginia Marijuana Taskforce 
• PULP Taskforce – Proper Use of Legal Products 
• Tobacco Taskforce 
• Underage Drinking Taskforce 



Marijuana's Impact 

on the Community 



•"It is harmless and natural, it is only an herb, and it 
won't affect me long-term" 

•"It is not addictive" 

•"It doesn't hurt me as much as smoking tobacco" 

•"It makes me feel calm" 

•"It doesn't affect my thinking or my grades" 

•"It's safe because it is used as medicine for cancer and 
other diseases" 

 

Youth Perception of Marijuana 



Chesterfield County Youths 
2012 Past 30-day Use of Alcohol, Marijuana, Cigarettes 
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Past 30-day use  of marijuana is above national averages in grades 8 and 12 

 

Source: SAFE 2012 Youth Survey 

10% 

15% 

20% 

25% 

45% 
 

40% 
 

35% 
 

30% 

50% 

Grade 8 
 

Grade 10 
 

Grade 12 



Chesterfield County, Grades 8, 10, 12 combined - 2012 How easy is it to get? 
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Very easy 

Source: SAFE 2012  Youth Survey 









Co lorado  Schools See Potent  Inf luence From 
Nearby  Medical Mari ju ana S ites 





“If Marijuana Were Legal, 
I Would Be More Likely to Use It.” 
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CAN YOU TELL THE DIFFERENCE? 

NEITHER CAN KIDS! 



Making marijuana more appealing to 
children, easier to conceal, and more 

potent 



More Edibles… 
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• 200% for kids 
under 5 

• 60% for kids 6-12 

• 92% for kids 13-14 

        Increased ER admissions 

Rise in marijuana-related ER visits from 2006 and 2012: 

Source: Rocky Mountain HIDTA, 2013 



Effects of Marijuana on Academics 
 

• Marijuana Use Lowers IQ1 
• A loss of 8 IQ points could drop a person of average intelligence into 

the lowest third of the intelligence range.1 
• The more a student uses marijuana, the lower their grade point 

average is likely to be and the more likely they are to drop out of 

school.2 

• Marijuana use negatively effects motivation, memory, AND learning.3 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2Johnston, L. D., O'Malley, P. M., Bachman, J. G., & Schulenberg, J. E.. University of Michigan, 2011. 

 Monitoring the Future Study 
 3 National Institute on Drug Abuse, “Marijuana: Facts Parents Need to Know.” 2011. Available: 

 www.nida.nih.gov/marijbroch/parents/001.php 

 

 
1M.H. Meier, Avshalom Caspi, et al. 2012. “Persistent cannabis users show neuropsychological decline from childhood to midlife.” 
 Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
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Yes, it’s legal in 
Washington, but… 

1)Legality does not change the science – we need to 

work EXTRA to get out the message that marijuana 

isn't harmless and that legalization won't solve 

budgetary or crime problems 

 

2)For now at least, cities should look at how to limit 

access/availability through bans, moratoria, zoning, 

etc. 

 

3)Cities/states need to set up data systems to track 

what is happening and document the downfalls 



Marijuana Use Also Impacts Businesses 
 

According to the American Council for Drug Education in New 
York, employees who abuse drugs are: 

 

10 times more likely to miss work  
 
3.6 times more likely to be involved 
in on-the-job incidents 

 
5 times more likely to file a 
workers’ compensation claim. 

And since regular users can’t pass drug tests, this hurts employability! 



Discrimination 
• Michigan – Joseph Casias sued his 

Employer - – Case dismissed by Sixth 

Circuit Court of Appeals 

• Maine – Brittany Thomas sues Adecco 

– ACLU is taking this case  

• Colorado – Brandon Coats sued Dish 

Network - Court ruled wasn't illegal 

firing because marijuana is an illegal 

drug federally 

• WSJ article - "Medical Marijuana Poses 

Litigation Risk to Employers." (August 15, 

2013) – Cost employers between $69,000 

and $107,000 in costs, not including any 

award. 

• Washington – Man fired due to high profile 

purchase of recreational marijuana 



What/Who  

is pushing this Agenda?  
National pro-pot lobbying organizations  

“Big Pot” advertising/promotion 
Pro-pot politicians  

News stories  
Popular culture 

Social media  
Celebrities - Reality shows  

Push polling 
Inaction by the federal 

government 

$$$$$$$$ 



           
 
 
 
 

 
 

George Soros - Spent over $250 Million  
Peter Lewis – Between $50-70 Million - Fully 

funds the Marijuana Policy Project 
John Sperling – University of Phoenix – Over 

$50 Million  
Las Vegas Casino Investor- Florida  

 
 

 



• Countless people are NOT behind bars for smoking 
marijuana.  
 

• Only 0.4% of prisoners with no prior offenses are in jail 
for marijuana possession. 

• 99.8% of Federal prisoners sentenced for drug offenses 
were incarcerated for drug trafficking. 

• The risk of arrest for each joint smoked is 1 for 
every 12,000 joints. 

Decriminalization 

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2004 
and 2012; Kilmer, B., et al., 2010 



Tax Revenue? 



              Will “Big Marijuana” become the 
new “Big Tobacco”? 



 

“The use of marijuana ... has important implications for the 
tobacco industry in terms of an alternative product line. 
[We] have the land to grow it, the machines to roll it and 
package it, the distribution to market it. In fact, some firms 
have registered trademarks, which are taken directly from 
marijuana street jargon.  These are used trade names 
currently on little-known legal products, but could be 
switched if and when marijuana is legalized.  Estimates 
indicate that the market in legalized marijuana might be as 
high as $10 billion annually.” 

 
From a report commissioned by cigarette manufacturer Brown and Williamson (now merged 
with R.J. Reynolds) in the 1970s. 

The Tobacco Industry Connection 



Can You Tell the Difference? 
Nicotine and marijuana vaporizers – a concern for schools, employers, 

communities 

63 



“But it’s just a plant…”  
(80-90% THC) Concentrates 

“Shatter” 

 
“Budder” 

“Ear Wax” 
“Green Crack” 
wax 

Hash Oil Capsules 

Butane Hash Oil 
(BHO) 

99 
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Is this Virginia’s future? 



CCoVA’s statement on  
Marijuana in Virginia 

CCoVA strongly opposes any change to Virginia law that 
expands the legality of marijuana beyond strictly enforced 
prescription use.  Marijuana use has damaging effects on the 
developing child and adolescent brain, and represents a 
serious public health and public safety threat in our 
community.  The mission of CCoVA is to work collaboratively 
to prevent and reduce substance abuse and related risk 
factors by youth and young adults. 



CCoVA and SAFE Learn and Educate 
March 13-14, 2014 conference 

May “Wellness” conference 
SAM summit in Orlando  

September 19, 2014 training 
November 3, 2014 conference in Roanoke 

SAM Affiliate 
Regional Taskforces 

 
 
 
  





 

Future Educational Strategies 

 
Continue to analyze initiative   

Inform youth and parents  

Raise media awareness 

Inform state stakeholders/legislators 

Obtain viewpoints from leaders 

Determine AG‘s position 

 Pursue resolutions for city/county  

Network with other states 

and WAIT and WATCH!!! 

 

 



www.LearnAboutSAM.com 
 
tcoder@DrugFreeActionAlliance.org 
 
monte@montestiles.com 
 
www.cadca.org 
 
www.rmhidta.org 
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